
 

 

 

Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                                                        Issue 2 

In this Newsletter, we are pleased to share with you a new CODE Report on the water-energy-food nexus.  
We also take this opportunity to inform you about a recent PCSD training that we organised in Tallinn, Estonia, 
as well as present a number of new OECD publications that are of relevance to Policy Coherence for 
Sustainable Development.  

We are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to your colleagues. 

With best wishes for the Holiday Season, 
The OECD PCD Unit. 

NEW RELEASE 

 

 
The water-energy-food nexus 
 
This CODE Report, issue no. 6 in the series, explores the policy coherence 
challenges and development impacts related to the water-energy-food nexus. It 
shows how PCSD can better inform policy-making by considering critical inter-
linkages  across these sectors to ensure access, availability and sustainability of our 
planet’s natural resources beyond 2015. 

RECENT EVENTS 

 
 

 

 

 
PCSD training in Tallinn, Estonia, 4 December  
 
The OECD’s PCD Unit (Ernesto Soria Morales, Carina Lindberg and Simon Walch) 
was invited to undertake a training in the context of World-Wise Europe’s Project 
“A more coherent Europe for a fairer world”, which brings together NGDO 
platforms from Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Hungary, Poland, 
Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. The training session aimed to introduce the 
concept of PCSD; improve understanding of how it can be applied in practice in a 
national setting in the implementation of the SDGs; and present tools that could 
be used to analyse, enhance and track progress on PCSD. The session also included 
a practical exercise with small group discussions on the critical interactions across 
SDGs and targets to achieve food security. A similar session was organised in the 
afternoon for Estonian CSOs and Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials focused on 
exploring policy-making processes and institutional mechanisms for coherence 
that might work in the Estonian context. The presentations are available on the 
PCD Platform. 
 
The feedback we received was very positive and our aim is to carry out more 
training sessions in 2016, starting with one in Bucharest in January. If you are 
interested in organising a training in your country, please send an email to 
PCD.Contact@oecd.org 

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/Coherence%20for%20Development_December_2015_WEB.pdf
http://www.mvro.sk/en/projects/current-projects/435-world-wise-europe-a-more-coherent-europe-for-a-fairer-world
https://community.oecd.org/docs/DOC-94352
mailto:PCD.Contact@oecd.org


 

 EU PCD Focal Points meeting, 2 December 
 
Ebba Dohlman participated in the EU PCD Focal Points meeting in Brussels and 
gave a presentation in the session on PCD and the 2030 Agenda.  

 
Belgian Parliamentarians visit the OECD, Paris, 24 November 
 
Ebba Dohlman gave a presentation on “Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development: Breaking down the silos” to a group of Belgian Members of 
Parliament. She introduced the concept of PCSD and underlined the need to 
transition from a “do-no-harm” approach to one of “win-win” solutions for the 
implementation of the SDGs. 
 

 PCD Community of Practice,  Berne, Switzerland, 19-20 November 
 
Ebba Dohlman and Ernesto Soria Morales participated in a meeting of the PCD 
Community of Practice to discuss policy coherence in the context of the SDGs, tax 
and development and other PCD challenges. 
 

 Launch of the 2015 Commitment to Development Index, Brussels, 16 November 
 
This year’s CDI was launched at the European Parliament on November 16th. The 
event was sponsored by Louis Michel, Member of the European Parliament and 
former EU Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid. Ebba Dohlman 
participated as one of the panellists together with government representatives 
and civil society. 
 

UPCOMING EVENT 

 

What are the strategic challenges to coherent policy-making on sustainable 
development? 
 
This lunchtime roundtable, co-hosted by ODI and OECD in London on 15 January 
from 12h-14h, will explore some of the underlying obstacles to translating 
sustainable development into coherent and effective policies. It will highlight how 
actions to achieve one goal or target can impact on, reinforce or undermine 
actions to achieve another.  
 
To register for this event, please send an email to e.hefer@odi.org.uk by 23 
December. 

  

http://www.slideshare.net/fullscreen/PCDACCOUNT/presentation-at-eu-focal-points-meeting2-december-2015/1
mailto:e.hefer@odi.org.uk


RECENT OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

 
OECD Inventory of Support Measures for Fossil Fuels 2015 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264239616-en 
 
Government support to fossil fuel consumption and production in OECD countries 
and key emerging economies remains high, at USD 160-200 billion annual. This 
report takes stock of almost 800 spending programmes and tax breaks used by 
governments in the 34 OECD countries and 6 key emerging G20 economies (Brazil, 
China, India, Indonesia, Russia and South Africa) to encourage the consumption or 
production of fossil fuels. 

 
 

 
Aid for Trade 10 years on: Keeping it effective 
(DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrqc6q4xxr5-en) 
 
Ten years after the 2005 WTO Ministerial Conference agreed on a mandate to 
operationalise aid for trade, this paper assesses the achievements and challenges 
of the WTO-led Initiative. It discusses where to put the emphasis, how to expand 
partnerships, how to enhance effectiveness; and, most importantly, how to retain 
interest in using aid to make trade work for the poor. 
 

 

Climate Change Mitigation: Policies and Progress 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264238787-en 
 
Keeping the increase in global average temperature below 2 degrees C will require 
ambitious national targets and goals to reduce emissions together with enhanced 
domestic policies and 
implementation on the ground. This report reviews trends and progress on climate 
change mitigation policies in 34 OECD countries and 10 partner economies (Brazil, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, India, Indonesia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Russian 
Federation and South Africa), as well as in the European Union. Together, these 
countries account for over 80% of global GHG emissions. 

 

Environment at a Glance 2015: OECD Indicators 
(DOI: 10.1787/9789264235199-en) 
 
Did you know that a person living in the OECD area generates on average 520 kg of 
waste per year? Or that OECD countries emit far more carbon dioxide (CO2) per 
capita than most other world regions? The 2015 edition updates key 
environmental indicators and relevant socio-economic and sectoral indicators to 
track OECD country progress on major environmental issues and inform policy 
development and evaluation. This year's edition includes increased coverage of 
environmentally related taxation, ODA and R&D expenditure. 
 

 

OECD Review of Fisheries: Policies and Summary Statistics 2015 

(DOI: 10.1787/22254323) 

Last year was a milestone year for aquaculture: 2014 was the first year where 
human consumption of fish products from aquaculture exceeded that from 
capture fisheries. However, because of the amount of fish used as feed, capture 
fisheries production will still exceed aquaculture for some time. This publication 
provides information on developments in policies and activities in the fishing and 
aquaculture sectors of OECD countries and participating economies, mainly for the 
period 2012-13. 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264239616-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5jrqc6q4xxr5-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264238787-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264235199-en
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/oecd-review-of-fisheries-policies-and-summary-statistics_22254323;jsessionid=5b2req9h1ecls.x-oecd-live-03


 

 

 

OECD Regulatory Policy Outlook 2015 
(DOI: 10.1787/9789264238770-en) 
 
Regulations are the rules that govern the everyday life of businesses and citizens. 
They are an essential instrument in the hands of government to promote 
economic growth, social welfare and environmental protection. However, 
regulations can also be costly and ineffective in achieving their objectives. The 
Regulatory Policy Outlook is the first evidence-based analysis of the progress made 
by countries to improve the way they regulate.  

 
 

 
 

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: The Netherlands 2015 
(DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264240056-en) 
 
An early leader in environmental policy, the Netherlands has decoupled 
greenhouse gas emissions from economic growth and virtually eliminated 
landfilling over the past decade.  
Yet a very fossil fuel-intensive energy mix and looming pressures from traffic 
congestion  
and intensive farming are creating new challenges, according to this report. 

 
 

Corruption and the smuggling of refugees 
 
Corruption is one of the primary facilitators of refugee smuggling. In order to fight 
this crime, and help refugees safely realise their rights, the international 
community must understand the intricate connections between corruption and 
refugee smuggling. The estimated human smuggling profit in the United States 
alone for 2008 was USD 2.16 billion. Some estimates 
place the figure of global profits from smuggling to be in the ballpark of USD 26 
billion per year 

 
 

© OECD’s Unit on Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development, 2015. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264238770-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264240056-en
http://www.oecd.org/corruption/Corruption-and-the-smuggling-of-refugees.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/corruption/Corruption-and-the-smuggling-of-refugees.pdf

